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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 01097 071555Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 L-03 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 
DHA-02 /062W 

072037Z 057564/53 

R 071449Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7018 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 1097 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, RH 

SUBJECT: LAND TENURE AMENDMENT BILL PASSES 
REF: PRETORIA 1065 

1 . VOTE ON LAND TENURE ACT AMENDMENT, PORTION OF PROPOSALS 
OFFERED BY SMITH ON FEBRUARY 23 TO REPEAL RACIAL DISCRI- 
MINATION, WAS TAKEN ON MARCH4. WITH SWITCH OF SIX BLACK 
VOTES TO GOVERNMENT SIDE, AMENDMENT PASSED WITHOUT VOTE TO 
SPARE, MEETING MINIMUM TWO THIRDS (44) OF MEMBERS. BLACKS 
WHO VOTED WITH GOVERNMENT INCLUDED THREE DEPUTY MINISTERS 
AND THREE INDEPENDENT MPS, MICAH BHEKE, JOEL MAHLANGU AND 
PETER NKOMO. 

2. IN MARCH 6 INTERVIEW WITH RHODESIAN PAPER, SMITH STATED 
THAT 12 REBEL RF MEMBERS SHOULD NOW RESIGN AND RETURN TO 
THEIR CONSTITUENCIES FOR A "MANDATE". DISSIDENT MEMBERS 
IMMEDIATELY ANNOUNCED THEY WOULDN'T RESIGN FROM PARTY AND 
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STATED THEIR INTENTION OF TAKING MATTER TO RF EXECUTIVE 
MEETING ON MARCH 16. SMITH IS QUOTED BY ONE NEWS ACCOUNT 
AS SAYING THIS WAS NECESSARY "BLOODLETTING" TO CLEAR OBSTACLES 
WITHIN PARTY. OTHER ACCOUNTS, HOWEVER. STATE THAT VOTING 
IN EXECUTIVE MEETING MARCH 16 COULD GO AGAINST SMITH. 
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